
 

 

 

MIKE RITCHIE 

MRA Consulting Group 

State of Waste, CDS and China’s National Sword 

Mike is the Managing Director of MRA Consulting Group. He was a senior executive in the waste industry with 25 years’ 

experience in Visy, SIA and Waste Service NSW. He was also a Director of Liverpool Council and senior advisor to the Mayor of 

Brisbane. MRA Consulting Group advises governments and business on waste and recycling. They specialise in economics, 

planning, education and auditing.  

Total waste generation has increased from 23MT to 53MT and diversion increase from 7% to 61%. Most states have high 

diversion targets and are well on their way to achieving them. Some states have introduced a landfill levy to help drive 

resource recovery, with that levy being as high as $138/tonne in metropolitan NSW (Sydney). Landfill levies collect almost $1B 

across the country and about 20% of that is reinvested in waste initiatives. Australia has a single waste to energy facility (SUEZ-

ResourceCo producing Processed Engineered Fuel) however there are several more being planned. A key focus for the 

Australian waste industry is to increase organics recovered from waste for either anaerobic digestion or composting.  

The NSW CDS has the potential to generate additional revenue for MRFs, the value will depend on the diversion of eligible 

containers from the kerbside system to Collection Points. It is an option for councils to fund MRF gate fee increases, 

particularly when State government assistance ceases. This presentation will discuss assumptions and results of the CDS, 

drawing on the results of the first three months of the Scheme’s introduction.  

Traditionally China has been the world’s largest importer of recycled paper and plastics. Australia relies heavily on China for 

recycling, with an estimated two thirds of recovered mixed plastics exported there for processing and recycling. In mid-July 

2017, China notified the World Trade Organisation that it plans to ban or severely restrict the import of post-consumer plastics, 

textiles, unsorted paper, artificial fibres and certain metals along with a variety of solid waste and recyclables that are 

commonly exported by Australian companies. The presentation will explore the underlying political factors that have led to the 

ban, identify key challenges faced by the Australian recycling industry and discuss potential solutions for maintaining the 

sector’s dynamic. 

 

DANIEL ADLER 

LGNSW 

Implementaton of an Asbestos Policy in NSW Councils 

Daniel is the Asbestos Policy Project Manager at Local Government NSW. Daniel has responsibility for assisting councils with 

the adoption and implementation of the Model Asbestos Policy for Councils. A major part of this role is asbestos waste 

management and transportation in NSW where Daniel works closely with the EPA and councils to develop best practice policy 

and operations. Daniel is also a qualified project manager with recent council experience working on Service Delivery policy 

development and alignment (including waste management) in pre-merger councils in NSW. 

Daniel will present on the development and progress of the adoption and implementation of the Model Asbestos Policy for 

Councils in NSW, tying into state and national asbestos policy and strategy. Daniel will also discuss the challenges faced by 

councils in managing asbestos within their workplaces as well as regulating asbestos in the community.    

 

 

  



 

JAMES SMITH 

Wagga Wagga City Council 

Don’t Dump, It’s Dumb – The City of Wagga Wagga’s Campaign on Illegal Dumping 

James has been a compliance officer with Council for 18 months and was involved in delivering the on-ground components of 

the campaign. James has previous experience in Emergency Services, with an emphasis on community engagement, and 

environmental and agricultural services. Wagga Wagga City Council was successful in securing $123,870 in funding through the 

NSW EPA’s Combating Illegal Dumping: Clean Up and Prevention Program. 

The Don’t Dump, It’s Dumb campaign aimed to address the problem of illegal dumping within the Wagga Wagga Local 

Government Area, and more specifically in the “hot spot” areas of Ashfords Road, Redbank Road and Boiling Down Road.  To 

achieve this aim a multi-faceted approach was undertaken including education and awareness, prevention measures, 

installation of infrastructure, surveillance and compliance. 

 

HENRY MOORE 

NSW Environment Protection Authority 

China’s National Sword Policy 

Henry Moore leads the Waste Strategy and Innovation Section of the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA). His teams 

are responsible for regulatory reform, policy and strategy development, administration of the waste levy, assessment and 

development of resource recovery exemptions and technical waste and resource recovery advice. 

The presentation will focus on recent changes resulting from China’s National Sword policy which forbids or restricts imports of 

numerous waste types. The changes were preceded by the Green Fence policy released in 2013 which cracked down on 

contamination in waste imports. Australia, and the world, have been surprised by the very short time between announcement 

and enforcement. Contamination limits are unattainable under the current system, with paper, cardboard and plastics the 

worst affected materials. 

 

ALEX TOMIC 

Tomra-Cleanaway 

Return and Earn – Network Operator Perspective 

Alex has over 13 years of environmental and waste management experience in the waste industry and local government 

sector. Alex specialises in working with local government to deliver safe, sustainable and value for money solutions. Over the 

last 4 years at Cleanaway he has been involved in delivering a number of important projects including Cleanaway’s safe truck, 

safe driver program, the Bin Trim EPA grant funded program and Return and Earn.   

Return and Earn is the name given the NSW Government’s Container Deposit Scheme. The state wide scheme is designed to 

reduce litter by 40% by 2020. Since the launch of Return and Earn on 1 December 2017, consumers have been able to return 

their eligible drink containers and get a 10 cent refund per container at collection points and reverse vending machines across 

NSW. The Tomra-Cleanaway joint venture provides handling, transport, processing, recycling and data services from reverse 

vending machines as part of the Scheme.  

The NSW Container Deposit Scheme is unique by domestic and international standards, so the first challenge was simply to 

establish how, from a logistics point of view, the NSW scheme would work. 7 months since the launch of Return and Earn, Alex 

will reflect on the various challenges behind orchestrating the game-changing scheme and the processes that took place in 

order to establish the collection network that exists today, as well as plans for the future. 

  



 

 

LOREN OTTO 

AirBorn Insight  

Drone data – A Powerful Tool in Landfill Management 

Loren Otto is co-founder and director of AirBorn Insight – an Australian technology company founded in early 2015. The 

Company is focused on extracting actionable insights from data collected via aerial platforms, including drones. Loren has been 

working in multiple sectors applying the latest aerial capture technologies and data processing capabilities to drive business 

outcomes. These sectors include surveying, environmental monitoring and agriculture. Loren is a Chartered Professional 

Engineer with Engineers Australia and a Registered Professional Engineer of Queensland (RPEQ), with over 15 years of industry 

experience. 

Drone mapping technology is being successfully applied in many sectors across a wide range of projects. Is it time for leaders in 

the Landfill Management sector to take full advantage of the latest innovations to maximise safety, efficiency and accuracy in 

their operations? Airborne Insight’s pilot trial demonstrated effective use of the technology in determining landfill airspace, 

compaction and soil balance inventory. Aerial thermal imaging was also applied to rapidly and methodically scan for hot spots 

indicative of gas emission. Landfill managers can now have easy access to these powerful decision support tools to achieve 

compliant and best practice landfill management. 

 

RON WHITE 

NSW Environment Protection Authority   

Data Collection 

Ron has 18 years’ experience in the environmental sector. He has worked for NSW Government in the Waste and Resource 

Recovery Branch for over 10 years in data collection and project roles. He currently works for the NSW EPA’s Regional Delivery 

Team conducting and reporting the annual Local Government Waste and Resource Recovery data survey. His work provides ad 

hoc waste data to the EPA teams and Regional Waste Groups to help implement Waste Strategy objectives, along with 

publishing results in annual reports. 

Ron White will present the current state of play in NSW domestic waste and recycling data. Compare waste and recycling data 

across the State Areas and Regional Groups with a focus on the REROC councils. 

 

KRISTY COSIER 

Netwaste    

Engaging the Community through Waste2Art 

Kristy has been working in local government since 2001, starting out in roles around environmental health, compliance, 

strategy and sustainability. This gave her great experience and grounding to move into her current role as the Netwaste 

projects’ coordinator, a role she has been in for ten years. Netwaste is a voluntary regional waste group in central western 

NSW with 26 member councils. They have a small staff team working on project delivery, strategy support, community 

engagement and regional contracts.  

NetWaste has been running the Waste2Art project across their Region for 14 years.  The project’s aim is to challenge 

perceptions about ‘rubbish’ and to celebrate the reuse and recycling of waste through arts and crafts. It is a valuable 

community engagement tool and the evaluation has been undertaken to ensure it remains relevant for the participating 

councils and communities and that the waste focus is not lost by the event being too caught up as an art exhibition.  

 



 

 

ROSE READ 

MRI PSO    

E-Waste Update 

Rose has worked extensively in electronics’ product stewardship, successfully implementing MobileMuster – Australia’s leading 

mobile phone recycling program.  Rose is currently CEO of MRI PSO Pty Ltd, an approved television and computer co-regulatory 

arrangement she also co-chaired the Government’s Battery Industry Working Group for rechargeable battery recycling. 

National regulation for managing televisions and computers has been in place for more than 6 years. 

Victoria is currently preparing to ban e-waste from landfill.  The Commonwealth government as part of the review of the 

Product Stewardship Act and the National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme is considering broadening the scope to 

include all electronics.  A new Battery Stewardship Council has recently been formed. 

Rose will explore what has been achieved since the introduction of the NTCRS to stem the tide of e-waste and how these 

reforms may help councils manage one of the fastest growing waste streams in Australia. 


