
 

 

 

TONY CAON 

Werribee Open Range Zoo, Zoos Victoria 

World’s First Carbon Neutral Zoo 

Tony has been working in the environment and sustainability area for over 20 years. This included 8 years as the Asia Pacific 

and Africa environmental manager for a multinational automotive manufacturer. After leaving the automotive industry and a 

“gap year” as a lighthouse keeper and outdoor educator he joined Zoos Victoria as the Sustainability Manager at Werribee 

Open Range Zoo. 

Zoos Victoria is committed to fighting extinction. Our goal is to be the world’s leading zoo-based conservation organisation. 

They are committed to securing a future rich in wildlife. A big part of that is to minimise the environmental impact of 

everything we do. Zoos Victoria is the world’s first carbon neutral zoo and are committed to be a zero waste to landfill zoo and 

have adopted leading edge strategies to help get us there. We analyse everything we procure and ask how can we do better 

ethically and sustainably. 

 

MOLLY TREGONING 

Environmental Protection Authority 

20 Year Waste Strategy 

Molly Tregoning is a Director in the Waste Strategy and Innovation Branch of the NSW EPA. Molly recently returned to the EPA 

to work with Infrastructure NSW to develop a new long-term plan for waste and resource recovery in NSW. She worked at the 

EPA for 10 years, before taking up roles at NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet and NSW Planning. Molly holds a Master 

of Public and International Law from Melbourne University and an Executive Masters in Public Administration from the 

University of Sydney. 

The NSW EPA is leading the development of a 20-year Waste Strategy for NSW in partnership with Infrastructure NSW. The 

Strategy will set a 20-year vision for reducing waste, driving sustainable recycling markets and identifying and improving the 

state and regional waste infrastructure network local government will play a pivotal role in developing and implementing the 

Strategy. In this presentation, the EPA will share information about the Strategy and how it will be developed jointly with key 

stakeholders. 

 

ANDREA BALDWIN 

Albury City Council 

Albury Upcycle Shop 

Andrea presently works for Albury City Council in the capacity of Team leader Waste Management. Her role encompasses 

managing a large waste facility, multi-million dollar contracts for kerbside waste, implementing new infrastructure projects and 

initiatives to assist the municipality with long term waste management. Andrea has developed education campaigns and 

secured in excess of 6 million in grant funding for Council since starting in 2008. Andrea currently represents her region in the 

environmental field and it’s a job she lobes and is consistently challenged.  

Albury City Council has partnered with Aware Programs to provide a local community with a second hand goods shop, this has 

delivered a diversion amount in excess of 200 tonnes of usable goods. The Upcycle Shop forms part of the Albury Recycling 

drive through centre and was established to provide a platform for the sale of second hand goods. 

 



 

DR FARSHID PAHLEVANI 

SMaRT Centre at UNSW Sydney 

The Circular Economy Innovation Network 

Dr Farshid is an authority on high temperature metallurgical processes who has made a considerable contribution to the 

understanding of the behaviour if metallic materials at high temperature. Dr Farshid’s research focus is on transforming waste 

into value added materials. His international research career, spanning high profile research institutes in Japan, Singapore and 

Australia, includes considerable experience working closely with industry to improve existing processes to achieve better 

environmental outcomes and greater cost efficiencies.  

The presentation will focus on how we can transform Australia’s resource recovery industry by equipping it with an advanced 

manufacturing capability, focusing on small-scale manufacturing of materials recovered from waste. Dr Farshid will present 

about the intendant benefits of this new approach to waste and considering waste as a resource for local communities and 

small scale manufacturing. This included the commercial products such as manufacturing feedstock, semi-finished and finished 

products obtained through developing new manufacturing pathways from waste. These products would feed into global 

manufacturing supply chains, boosting Australian manufacturing and creating jobs. 

 

DAVID WEBB 

Lockhart Shire Council 

Using recycled glass in road base project 

David Webb is the Director Engineering and Environmental Services at Lockhart Shire Council for the past 7 years, prior to this 

David worked as a Northern Maintenance Engineer at Shoalhaven City Council for 3 years. Prior to working in Local 

Government David worked in the private civil construction industry for 16 years. 

David will present on the use of crushed glass in road making and other construction works at Lockhart Shire Council. 

 

JEM HANSEN 

360green 

Reducing urban kerbside dumping in regional townships 

Jem is the owner of 360green, a consultancy in waste, sustainability and environmental education. He is contracted to manage 

illegal dumping and litter prevention projects for MIDWASTE Regional Waste Forum which spans six Councils on the NSW Mid 

North Coast. He is the president of the Australian Association for Environmental Education NSW Chapter. 

A pilot program for reducing urban kerbside dumping was developed by MIDWASTE Regional Waste Forum to demonstrate 

that significant results can be achieved through a proactive approach to kerbside dumping which increases offender clean-up, 

increases the perceived risk of fines, and raises awareness of the appropriate disposal options. A MIDWASTE Project Officer is 

now working in the pilot project areas of Taree and Coffs Harbour, where they inspect each incident of urban kerbside illegal 

dumping and do a letterbox drop delivering an Illegal Dumping Notice and educational information to nearby households. This 

gives the offender, who likely occupies one of the surrounding households, an opportunity to remove the dumped material 

before investigation and enforcement is undertaken. It also encourages peer pressure as it states “please note this notice has 

been delivered to neighbouring properties”. A follow-up inspection is later undertaken and if the dumping has not been 

removed it is wrapped with illegal dumping tape and sign-posted as illegal dumping, again asking the offender to remove the 

material and “… look at alternative options for managing your waste”. To date this approach has resulted in 73% of incidents 

being cleaned-up by the offender, resulting in substantial savings to Council in clean-up and disposal costs. This presentation 

will detail the project design, communication materials and outcomes achieved including a detailed cost benefit analysis of 

implementing this proactive approach on a permanent basis. 



 

 

 

JULIE BRIGGS 

Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils (REROC)    

Safe Sharps’ Upgrade 

Since September of 1997 JBMS Consulting has provided CEO services to the Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation 

of Councils (REROC). A voluntary association of 11 Local Governments located in the eastern Riverina region of NSW. 

Julie’s main role is to identify, initiate and implement projects that increase the efficiency and effectiveness of local  

government through collaboration. 

Safe Sharps was developed by REROC and launched in 2011 with funding from the Community Sharps Management 

Grants program. Safe Sharps has recently undergone a complete rebuild as have the mobile device apps including an 

Apple Watch app. Julie will talk about the new Safe Sharps. 

 

NISHI VISSAMRAJU 

Downer Group 

Downer Reconomy Projects 

Nishi is the national environmental sustainability advisor for the Downer Reconomy team, where the focus is in 

the resource recovery space, extracting valuable resources from waste streams. Her role includes reviewing the 

environmental impact of Downer’s operations, ensuring licensing compliance and working with key stakeholders and 

regulators to drive influence and raise awareness in the circular economy pathways. Prior to Downer, Nishi started her 

journey as an environmental sustainability practitioner within EY’s Climate Change and Sustainability Services practice. 
Nishi will present on the projects undertaken by the Downer’ ‘Reconomy’ division, which consolidates Downer’s circular 

economy activities on a national level, turning concepts for beneficial reuse of recovered products into viable business 

opportunities on an industrial scale (i.e. to ‘pull products’, not ‘push waste’). A product that has garnered significant 

recognition is the development and introduction of Reconophalt which incorporates huge quantities of soft plastics, 

waste toner from used printer cartridges, and recycled glass in the asphalt mix. 

 

SHARON OWENS 

Environmental Protection Authority  

Asbestos Management 

Sharon is the Unit head of the new Asbestos Coordination Directorate in the EPA, which is responsible for co-ordinating 

asbestos management across all NSW Government agencies that deal with its regulation, health and safety. She previously 

managed NSW Litter Prevention Program, responsible for a 44% reduction in litter volume in NSW from 2013 to 2018, before 

managing the Alternative Waste Treatment Unit following recent regulatory changes. She began her career in the former 

Department of Local Government as a Legal Officer. 

The EPA will provide an update about its new responsibility coordinating asbestos functions across a number of NSW 

Government agencies. A new Coordinating Committee will replace the Heads of Asbestos Coordination Authorities (HACA) 

Committee. Funding has been provided by government to continue to improve coordination of regulation and management of 

asbestos and to undertake new programs to prevent harm. 

 

 



 

 

 

LA VERGNE LEHMAN 

Grampians Central West Waste & Resource Recovery Group 

Waste to Energy Facility  

La Vergne is currently the Executive Officer for the Grampians Central West Waste & Resource Recovery Group. Based in 
Ballarat & working with 12 local government authorities in western Victoria, GCWWRRG works with councils on collaborative 
procurement, statutory planning, strategic planning, optimizing service delivery, community engagement and education and 
industry engagement. La Vergne has a very broad background having worked as an accountant, journalist, agricultural college 
teacher, NRM and as tourism manager before discovering the waste and recycling sector in the Grampians region. She has now 
been in the EO role for 4 years, having previously been a procurement manager, engagement manager and waste education 
officer. 

With waste to energy becoming increasingly viable as an alternative to landfilling, GCWWRRG established a waste to energy 
working group in early 2018 in order to streamline the information flow and data collection for potential waste to energy 
projects across the region, including the City of Ballarat’s Waste to Energy project. The ambitious project has been several 
years in development and has the potential to provide a good solution for non-recyclable waste streams in the future. With the 
recent recycling crisis continuing to have an impact on how local government deals with the collection and processing of 
recyclables, integrating a waste to energy plant has become a complex process. Acknowledging the challenges in getting the 
mix of recycling infrastructure, processing and market development with the technology and capacity associated with a waste 
to energy facility, the City of Ballarat is keen to continue to work with processors, business and Industry, the community and 
other levels of government to het an optimal outcome for this long term project. 

 

JOHN CRAIG 

RAMJO Riverina Waste Group   

Landfill data collection 

John spent the first 35 years of his career in Local Government. He now provides consultancy services to Government and 

Agencies. He is engaged by RAMJO as the Regional Coordinator for the Riverina Waste Group. 

The NSW EPA requires each council to provide data on waste deposited at their facilities. The data provided by smaller landfills 

without a weighbridge is often inaccurate. This project is aimed at finding ways to improve and simplify the collection of that 

data. 

 

 

 


